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NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  Guernsey  in  the  middle  of  1917  was  estimated  to  be 
roughly  39,000,  or  nearly  3,000  less  than  it  was  at  the  last  census. 

Taking:  into  consideration  the  natural  increase  or  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  to  the  end  of  the  year,  if  we  were  not  living  under  war  conditions,  our 
population  would  have  probably  numbered  4,700  persons  more  than  it  does  at 
present. 

Such  a reduction  could  not  have  occurred  had  it  not  been  for  the  patriotism 
and  valour  of  the  inhabitants  of  Guernsey  and  the  great  sacrifices  they  have 
made  for  the  Empire  in  providing  such  'a  large  number  of  men  for  its  defence. 


Table  I. 


Population 
estimated 
to  middle 
of  each 
year. 

BIRTHS. 

DEATHS  UNDER 
ONE  \TEAR  OF  AGE. 

DEATHS  AT  ALL 
AGES. 

YEAR. 

Number. 

Rate 

per  1,000. 

Number. 

Rate 
per  1,000 
registered. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000. 

Column  ... 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1907 

41,174 

1,068 

25-9 

123 

1151 

606 

14-8 

1908 

41,350 

1,005 

24-3 

131 

131-0 

591 

14-3 

1909 

41,524 

1,013 

24-3 

111 

1096 

521 

125 

1910 

41,670 

989 

23-7 

107 

1070 

549 

131 

1911 

41,854 

946 

226 

197 

208-0 

734 

17-4 

1912 

41,854 

983 

235 

101 

102-7 

552 

131 

1913 

41,854 

887 

212 

101 

113-8 

550 

13T 

1914  

42,000 

880 

209 

81 

92 

498 

118 

1915 

41,000 

784 

191 

113 

144 

609 

14-8 

1916 

41,000 

698 

17 

62 

88-9 

536 

13 

Averages 
for  ten  years, 

41,520 

925 

225 

112 

121 

574 

13-7 

1907-1916. 

1917 

39,000 

. 694 

17-7 

57 

82 

554 

14-2 
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Table  II. 

ENGLISH  AND  GUERNSEY  STATISTICS. 


Birth 

Civilian 

Deaths 

rate 

death  rate 

under  1 year 

per  1,000. 

per  1,000. 

per  1,000  births. 

England  and  Wales 

...  17-7 

14-4 

97 

95  great  towns,  including 

London 

...  18-0 

14-6 

104 

148  smaller  towns  ... 

...  17-9 

131 

93 

London 

...  1 7 4 

150 

103 

Guernsey 

...  177 

...  142 

82 

do.  1890—1894 

...  309 

20-3 

...  143 

Jersey 

...  160 

179 

...  939 

BIRTHS. 


The  births  numbered  694,  or  only  four  less  than  last  year,  the  birth  rate 
being  17*7  as  compared  with  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years — 22’5. 

Ten  years  ago  the  number  of  births  was  1,068,  and  the  birth  rate  25  9. 
There  were  34  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  a rate  of  4 9 per  1 ,000,  a figure  rather 
higher  than  usual. 

DEATHS. 

There  were  554  deaths  registered  during  the  year,  the  rate  being  142. 
This  is  a slightly  higher  rate  than  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years,  which 
is  137.  In  February  and  March  very  high  death  rates  were  recorded — 25T  and 
222  ; the  former  is  the  highest  of  any  month  in  recent  years. 

In  the  summer  months,  on  the  other  hand,  these  rates  were  very  low.  For 
August  and  September,  which  are  sometimes  the  most  trying  months  of  the 
year,  especially  for  young  children,  the  rates  were  62  and  6'6. 

Speaking  in  general  terms,  the  highest  death  rates  have  been  from  res- 
piratory and  circulatory  diseases,  and  amongst  people  of  advanced  age. 

PERCENTAGE  OF  DEATHS  AT  DIFFERENT  AGE  PERIODS. 

1900—1917. 


Under  Under  Over 

Years.  1 year.  1-5.  5-15.  15-25.  25  years.  25-65.  65  years. 

1D00— 1904  24  ...  9 ...  4 ...  5 ...  42  ...  27  ...  30 

1905—1909  223...  8 ...3  ..  46...  38  ...  28  ...33 

1910—1914 202...  72  ...  3’3  ...  38  ...  345  ...  278  ...  372 

1914  162...  36  ...  24  ...  46  ...  268  ...  32  ...  4F2 

1915  186...  62  ...  32  ...  36  ...  3P6  ...  266  ...  415 

1916  11-5  ...  46  ...  4 ...  46  ...  24'7  ...  311  ...  44 

1917  10-2...  48  ...  34  ...  25  ...  211  ...  335  ...  453 
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Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  were  as  follows: — 


Town  Hospital  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Town  Asylum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Castel  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Castel  Asylum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

King  Edward  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  7 

Victoria  Hospital...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


The  commoner  causes  of  deaths  comp 
as  follows : — 


u 


e with  those  of  previous  years 


1906-1915. 

1916. 

1917 

Measles 

6-7  .... 

..  1 .... 

. 0 

Whooping  Cough  

71  .... 

..  10  .... 

. 0 

Epedemic  Enteritis  

19-7  .... 

..  0 .... 

. 0 

Diphtheria  

5-3  .... 

..  0 .... 

. 2 

Senile  Decay  

71-3  .... 

..  76  .... 

. 81 

Cancer 

38  7 .. 

..  48  .... 

. 50 

Broncho  Pneumonia  

9-2  .... 

..  10  .... 

. 14 

Pneumonia 

20-1  ..  . 

22 

. 26 

Heart  Disease  

65-3  ... 

..  60  .... 

. 76 

Apoplexy  

285  .... 

..  37  .... 

. 40 

Tuberculosis,  other  than  Phthisis 

13-5  .... 

..  16  .... 

7 

Phthisis 

374  ... 

..  30  .... 

. 38 

It  may  comfort  us  to  be  told  some  statistics  relating  to  the  war,  which 
perforce  must  occupy  so  much  of  our  thoughts. 


Until  1914,  less  than  one  twentieth  of  the  wastage  of  war  was  due  to 
wounds  or  deaths  in  battle,  the  other  95  per  cent,  was  caused  b}^  disease  and 
epidemics.  There  were  6 to  9 deaths  from  disease  to  one  in  battle  or  from 
wounds.  In  the  present  war  this  ratio  has  been  doubly  reversed — there  have 
been  sixteen  deaths  in  battle  to  one  from  disease. 


Now  as  to  the  wounded  in  the  day  of  battle. 

Of  those  who  survived  six  hours  90  per  cent,  recovered;  of  those  who 
reached  the  field  hospitals  95,  and  of  those  who  arrived  at  the  base  hospitals 
98  per  cent,  got  well.  Barely  5 per  cent,  of  the  wounded  were  crippled  or 
permanently  disabled.  In  spite  of  the  terrible  destructiveness  of  modern 
weapons  of  war,  the  death  rate  amongst  our  troops  does  not  much  exceed  5 per 
cent,  per  annum. 
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What  was  the  price  of  Empire  to  this  country  100  years  ago  ? The  figures 
given  are  for  sickness  only. 


Deaths  per  1000,  British  Army. 

1817—1821 

England 

17 

India 

87 

West  Africa 

362 

1907—1911. 

2'6 

6-7 

119 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Of  the  694  births  registered,  57  died  before  the  age  of  one  year  was 
reached,  a rate  of  82  per  1,000,  comparing  with  the  average  of  the  preceding 
ten  years  of  121. 

No  death  occurred  during  the  year  from  either  measles,  whooping  cough,  or 
epidemic  enteritis. 

The  deaths  of  only  three  illegitimate  children  were  registered,  a figure  but 
little  above  the  ordinary  death  rate  of  children. 

By  contrast  the  figures  of  a large  Metropolitan  Borough  for  1916  may  be 
given.  Infantile  death  rate  of  illegitimate  children  538  per  1,000,  compared 
with  that  of  legitimate  children  69.  It  should  here  be  noted  that  “ there  are 
no  illegitimate  children,  only  illegitimate  parents.” 

Legislation  should  put  an  end  to  two  perils  which  especially  threaten  the 
lives  of  babies,  the  “comforter”  and  the  long  tube' feeding  bottle.  The  latter 
has  been  forbidden  in  France  and  Germany  for  some  years  past.  If  only  it 
could  be  brought  home  to  the  mothers  of  Guernsey  that  there  never  will  be  any 
artificial  methods  of  feeding  which  can  take  the  place  of  breast  feeding,  the 
greatest  of  all  life-saving  measures,  and  that  until  this  fact  be  grasped,  mothers 
must  continue  to  mourn  for  their  children  because  they  are  not,  many  more 
valuable  lives  would  be  saved  every  year. 

As  a community  our  motto  is  “ Hasten  Slowly,”  but  the  invaluable  work 
of  the  Infant  Health  and  Nursing  Associations  must  in  the  end  tell.  They 
have  been  more  successful  that  I ever  thought  it  possible  they  could  be,  and  I 
that  their  efforts  will  be  even  more  fruitful  in  the  future  than  they  have 
been  in  the  past. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Under  Between  weeks  Tl.  under  Months. 

1 week.  1 & 2 2 & 3 3 & 4 1 m’th.  1-3  3-6  6-9  9-12  Total. 

Atetactasis  1 ...  - ...  - ...  - 1 - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  1 

Asthenia  1 ..  - ...  - ..  - 1 - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  1 

Convulsions  1 ...  2 ...  1 ...  - 4 3 ...  1 ...  4 ...  - ...  12 

Debility  at  Birth  ...  - ...  2 ...  2 ...  - 4 - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  4 

Marasmus  - ...  - ...  - ...  2 2 3 ...  1 ...  2 ...  - ...  8 

Premature  Birth  ...11  ...  - ...  1 ...  1 13  3 ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  16 

Injury  at  Birth 2 ...  - ...  2 - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  2 

Gastro  Enteritis  - ...  - ...  - ...  - - - ...  - ...  3 ...  - ...  3 

Bronchitis - ...  - ...  - ...  2 2 1 ...  1 ...  - ...  - ...  4 

Broncho  Pneumonia  - ...  - ...  - ...  - - 1 ...  - ...  1 ...  - ...  2 

Pneumonia  - ...  - ...  - ...  - - - ...  - ...  1 ...  - ...  1 

Pleuro  Pneumonia  ...  - ...  - - - ...  - ...  1 ...  - ...  1 

Meningitis ..-  — - ..  1 ...  - ...  1 

Tubercular  Menin- 
gitis   - ...  - ...  - ...  - - - ...  - ...  1 ...  - ...  1 

Totals 16  4 4 5 29  11  3 14  - 57 


MARRIAGES. 

There  were  240  marriages  in  the  year  1917,  a rate  per  1,000  of  123. 
During  the  war  the  rates  have  been  higher  than  usual,  but  are  now  falling- 
somewhat. 

Of  the  240,  171  took  place  in  Church  of  England  Churches,  20  in  Roman 
Catholic,  21  in  Nonconformist,  and  28  at  the  Greffe  Office. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Eighty-nine  cases  of  these  diseases  were  dealt  with  in  the  year,  eighty-four 
of  which  were  treated  at  the  Sanatorium.  Of  the  five,  one,  a case  of  Typhoid 
Fever,  was  treated  at  the  Town  Hospital,  the  patient,  a nurse,  being  too  ill  to 
move.  Of  the  remaining  four,  three  died  at  home. 

KING  EDWARD  SANATORIUM. 

Of  the  eighty-four  cases  treated,  19  were  Scarlet  Fever,  1 Enteric,  1 Measles, 
1 Measles  and  Mumps,  8 Diphtheria,  25  Rotheln  or  Rubeola,  12  Phthisis, 
3 Cerebro  Spinal  Fever,  2 Contacts  ditto,  6 Dysentery,  2 Rotheln,  diagnosed 
Scarlet  Fever;  1 Tonsellitis,  diagnosed  Diphtheria;  1 Mumps,  diagnosed  as 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever;  1 Influenza,  diagnosed  as  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever;  1 
Broncho  Pneumonia,  diagnosed  as  Scarlet  Fever. 
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Doubtful  cases  were  admitted  without  question,  a wise  procedure  from  the 
public  point  of  view. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Six  cases  were  removed  from  Torteval  parish,  all 
attending  the  Parish  School,  which  was,  as  a result,  closed  for  a fortnight.  All 
were  severe  cases,  and  although  in  this  remote  parish  difficulty  in  removal  to 
the  Sanatorium  might  have  been  anticipated,  such  was  not  the  case;  indeed 
everyone  concerned  seemed  anxious  to  help  in  tracing  the  cases  and  getting 
them  isolated  as  quickly  as  possible.  Five  cases  occurred  in  one  family  in 
St.  Andrew’s  as  a result  of  an  overlooked  case,  and  this  source  of  infection  was 
brought  to  my  notice  by  a maid  from  the  Sanatorium,  who  was  a relative 
of  the  family. 

Enteric  Fever. — Two  cases  were  notified,  one  a nurse  at  the  Town 
Hospital  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  one  in  the  autumn,  a man  living  at 
l’Ancresse  Common.  No  cause  for  the  former  case  could  be  traced,  and  possibly 
the  latter  was  infected  by  handling  manure.  Both  cases  recovered. 

Measles. — Both  cases  treated  were  officers.  One  was  infected  by  an  officer 
who,  at  the  end  of  1916,  contracted  Measles  in  England,  and  the  other,  who 
also  suffered  from  Mumps,  by  his  brother,  also  an  officer,  who  sickened  with 
them  on  his  return  to  England  after  spending  his  leave  in  Guernsey.  From  the 
1916  case  two  cases  in  civil  life  resulted,  but  it  must  be  regarded  as  an 
exceedingly  fortunate  thing  that  no  general  infection  amongst  the  population 
took  place.  This  happy  circumstance  no  doubt  saved  a large  number  of  lives 
of  children  who  would  otherwise  have  been  sacrificed. 

Rotheln  or  Rubcola  (unhappily  known  usually  as  German  Measles). — 
This  mild,  but  very  infectious  disease,  was  introduced  from  England,  where 
it  had  been  very  prevalent  since  the  war  started,  by  a soldier,  in  the  month 
of  February.  Many  cases  occurred  amongst  the  troops  as  a result,  and  the 
Board  of  Health  were  able  to  render  valuable  assistance  to  the  Military 
Authorities  in  taking  in  the  first  cases  until  other  accommodation  was  available 
for  the  subsequent  ones. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. — Five  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  one  in 
March,  three  in  May  and  one  in  October.  Three  of  the  cases  were  soldiers  and 
were  treated  at  the  Sanatorium — two  lived,  one  died.  Two  contacts  of  the  fatal 
case  were  admitted  for  observation ; neither  developed  the  disease.  Of  the  two 
civil  cases,  both  died  at  home,  one  at  the  Vale  and  one  at  St.  Saviour’s. 

Dysentery. — Hitherto  this  serious  and  infectious  disease,  which  is  endemic 
in  many  countries,  but  has  usually  only  occurred  in  Great  Britian  in  small 
epidemics,  and  then  mostly  in  asylums  for  the  insane,  has  been  unknown  in 
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Guernsey.  The  widespread  areas  in  which  war  has  lately  been  waged  have 
been  the  cause  of  its  introduction  into  England,  by  means  of  soldiers  and 
sailors.  In  July  a sailor  in  the  Royal  Navy  came  here  on  leave,  but  on  the 
journey  developed  the  disease.  He  arrived  here  acutely  ill  and  was  subse- 
quently admitted  to  the  Victoria  Hospital.  Unfortunately,  although  he 
recovered,  he  infected  his  sister,  her  husband  and  two  children,  the  husband, 
an  old  Naval  man,  having  previously  suffered  from  Dysentery,  and  having  been 
invalided  out  of  the  Navy  for  this  reason.  These  four  cases  were  admitted  to 
the  Town  Hospital  and  as  a result  two  other  persons  were  attacked.  Eventually 
the  six  were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium,  where  two  of  them  died,  the  other 
four  making  complete  recoveries. 

The  question  of  making  Dysentery  a notifiable  disease  was  considered,  but 
the  Board  were  of  opinion  that  as  the  arrival  of  every  man  who  had  suffered 
from  it  was  notified  to  me,  it  was  not  necessary. 

It  would  certainly  be  a great  calamity  if  this  disease  became  prevalent 
here,  as  few  diseases  have  such  a serious,  indeed  life-long  crippling  after  effects, 
or  require  such  large  numbers  of  skilled  nurses  to  prevent  its  spreading,  and  it 
can  only  be  treated  with  safety  in  well  managed  institutions.  It  is  a disease 
familiar  to  me  and  I shall  always  be  on  the  look-out  for  it. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Forty-five  deaths  occurred  as  a result  of  Tuberculosis,  the  same  number 
as  in  1916.  Of  these  38  were  due  to  Pulmonary  Phthisis. 

The  rates  for  Phthisis  and  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  are  1‘0  and  1T6  per 
1,000.  Under  war  conditions  the  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  is  tending 
nearly  everywhere  to  become  more  heavy,  but  fortunately  such  is  not  the  case 
here  up  to  the  present  time. 

Twenty-four  notifications  were  received  in  1917. 

Twelve  cases  of  Phthisis  were  admitted  to  the  Sanatorium  during  the  year, 
of  which  seven  were  soldiers  or  ex-soldiers.  The  average  days  in  residence 
was  43.  Two  cases  were  admitted  in  an  advanced  stage  for  special  reasons,  one 
a serving  soldier,  and  both  died  shortly  after  admission.  The  results  of  treat- 
ment in  seven  cases  were  satisfactory ; all  of  them  are  now  earning  their  living, 
more  or  less  entirely.  Two  died  after  leaving  the  Sanatorium  and  one  is  going 
down  hill  gradually. 

LABORATORY. 

During  the  year  142  cultures  and  examinations  of  various  sorts  were 
dealt  with  in  the  Laboratory  of  the  Board  of  Health,  which  was  used  for 
both  Military  and  Civil  work. 
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The  following  are  the  details  of  the  examinations : — 

For  Tubercle  Bacillus,  77  ; Diphtheria  Bacillus,  52;  Gonococcus,  6;  Diplo- 
coccus  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever,  4;  Widal’s  reaction  for  Typhoid,  3. 

On  account  of  war  conditions  cultre  media  had  to  be  prepared  here 
instead  of  obtaining  them  from  London,  as  was  formerly  the  case. 

PRIMARY  AND  INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  these  schools  during  the  year  was  194. 

Only  one  school,  Torteval,  required  to  be  temporarily  closed  for  infectious 
diseases.  It  was  closed  for  fourteen  days  in  the  autumn  owing  to  an  outbreak 
of  Scarlet  Fever.  As  in  many  other  places,  we  were  troubled  with  an  undue 
incidence  of  Scabies  and  similar  conditions  in  the  Primary  Schools  during  the 
year.  An  Ordinance  was  therefore  passed  in  August,  giving  power  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  deal,  not  only  with  cases  of  this  disease,  but  also 
with  other  conditions  of  dirt  which  were  prejudicial  to  health.  The  Board 
of  Health  supplied  all  remedies  required  free  of  cost  and  were  thus  able  to  keep 
m touch  with  the  cases,  Scabies  being  made  a notifiable  disease.  The  results 
of  this  measure  were  very  successful,  the  number  of  cases  shewing  a steady 
and  rapid  fall. 

The  Board  of  Health  has  fully  considered  the  question  of  free  treatment 
and  other  measures  for  the  relief  of  persons  suffering  from  venereal  diseases, 
which  were  referred  to  in  my  last  report.  In  view,  however,  of  the  difficulties 
which  must  arise  in  formulating  such  a scheme  for  Guernsey,  it  resolved  to 
postpone  the  matter  until  practical  experience  of  the  working  of  Free  Clinics  in 
England  was  available. 

The  dinners  for  necessitous  school  children  have  fortunately  been  continued 
this  year,  and  public  support  has  been  so  liberal  that  one  can  only  hope  that  a 
lasting  interest  has  been  aroused,  so  that  these  dinners  may  in  some  way  or 
other  be  continued  until  happier  conditions  render  them  unnecessary,  if  this 
time  ever  comes. 

The  free  distribution  of  “ Thalassol  ” has  been  increasingly  appreciated,  and 
in  1917,  4,200  gallons  of  it  were  manufactured. 


Finally  I desire  to  refer  to  a most  important  matter  which  is  mentioned  in 
my  report  for  1915,  namely,  financial  provision  for  the  rearing  of  families  to  be 
provided  by  the  State. 
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The  employer  of  labour  can  only  b}7  expected  to  pay  a certain  wage  to  his 
employes,  which  many  circumstances  help  to  determine.  He  may  have 
working  for  him  a single  man  without  responsibilities  and  a married  man  with 
half  a dozen  children.  Both  may  be  equally  capable,  but  even  the  most  philan- 
thropic employer  could  not  be  expected  to  pay  the  married  man  such  an 
increased  wage  as  to  enable  him  to  bring  up  his  family  so  that  they  might  have 
at  least  the  necesities  of  life  and  such  surroundings  that  they  may  have  the 
chance  to  grow  up  health}7  and  decent  citizens. 

The  community  benefits  by  families  thus  reared.  “ War  has  emptied  the 
cradles,  but  has  filled  the  graves.”  There  will  be  a survival  of  the  fittest,  in  the 
future  amongst  nations  as  amongst  individuals,  and  past  history  will  repeat 
itself.  The  fittest  nations  will  be  those  who  have  the  greatest  natural  increase 
of  healthy  and  capable  citizens.  If  nations  fail  in  this  respect,  no  matter  how 
great  their  temporary  success  may  be,  the  defaulting  nations  will  in  the  end 
experience  the  Nemesis  of  subjection  to  more  virile  ones. 

This  must  be  avoided  by  the  taxing  of  those  who  have  no  children  to 
support  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have,  and  above  all  there  must  be  no 
suggestion  of  charity  in  this  measure,  it  must  apply  to  everyone.  Maternity 
must  be  endowed  by  the  State,  because  maternity  deserves  well  of  it. 

These  conclusions  are  general  ones,  applicable  to  every  State;  but  our 
circumstances  in  Guernsey  are  peculiar.  Guernsey  has  in  the  past,  through 
many  centuries,  earned  the  exceptional  privileges  it  has  enjoyed  by  bravery  and 
self  sacrifice.  It  still  continues  to  deserve  these  privileges,  as  its  inhabitants 
have  lately  shewn  the  same  virtues  as  their  forefathers  did  and  in  as  great 
measure.  But  these  great  privileges  carry  with  them  equally  great  responsi- 
bilities. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  war  the  States  have,  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  placed  on  record  their  determination  to  do  everything  that  lies  in 
their  power  to  make  an  adequate  return  to  the  valiant  men  who  have  offered 
all  they  can  give — their  lives — to  the  cause  of  the  great  Empire,  of  which  we 
are  so  proud  to  be  indeed  part  of  its  very  foundation. 

The  British  Government  is  relieving  us  of  the  heavy  financial  burthen 
of  the  pay  of  our  troops,  separation  allowances  and  pensions,  but  our  duty  to 
our  men  is  clear.  This  time  of  war  has  brought  us  great  general  prosperity,  a 
complete  absence  of  any  great  disaster  or  suffering,  and  a condition  of  well- 
being and  good  health  which,  if  not  better  than  in  time  of  peace,  is  at  least 
as  good.  To  fulfil  the  pledges  that  the  States  have  given,  the  following,  amongst 
other  essential  things,  are  required  : — 
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Old  age  Pensions. 

The  Endowment  of  Maternity. 

The  encouragement  of  better  conditions  and  higher  wages  for  the  working 
classes,  by  the  example  of  the  States. 

The  provision  of  an  adequate  water  supply  for  every  dwelling:  public  baths  and 
wash-houses.  This  is  the  most  essential  thing,  and  without  it  no  effective 
scheme  of  sanitary  reform  is  possible. 

The  erection  of  suitable  dwellings  and  the  sweeping  away  of  the  horrible  slums 
that  there  are  now  in  Guernsey. 

The  provision  of  a certificated  and  States  controlled  Corps  of  Midwives,  whose 
services  should  be  available  to  all  women  who  require  them. 

I should  like  to  add  also  the  provision  of  a State  Medical  Service  for  every 
person  who  desired  to  avail  himself  or  herself  of  it.  I am  aware  that  my  views 
upon  this  matter  may  not  be  those  of  my  confreres  as  a whole,  but  the  longer  I 
live  the  more  I am  convinced  that  such  a service  is  wholl}7  desirable  in  the 
public  interests. 

The  points  I have  mentioned  have  all  received  much  attention  in  England 
of  late  years  and  have  been  more  or  less  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Endowment  of  Maternity,  which  only  provides  a small  sum  at  the  birth  of  a 
child  to  those  mothers  who  are  insured  under  the  Insurance  Acts.  Before  long, 
throughout  the  British  Empire,  an  allowance  under  similar  conditions  to  those 
of  the  Soldier’s  Separation  Allowance  will  be  paid  to  parents  for  the  rearing  and 
education  of  their  children.  Of  this  we  may  be  certain.  I sincerely  hope  that 
theStates  of  Guernsey,  whom  I have  the  honour  to  serve,  will  be  the  pioneers 
of  this  measure,  by  which  alone,  as  my  humble  judgment  views  it,  this  great 
Empire  can  continue  to  be  in  the  future,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  the  champion 
of  justice  and  freedom  for  all  peoples,  and  under  whose  flag  civilization  based 
upon  them  may  continue  to  flourish,  a thing  Divine,  yet  dominant  upon  earth. 

HY.  DRAPER  BISHOP,  M.D.,  M.O.H. 
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Table  III. 

RETURN  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1917. 

BIRTHS. 


o 

pH 

Pi 


PARISH  LETTER:  A 
Males 131 


O 

02 

Ph 


m 

B 

58 


o3 

O 


C D 
49'...  42  . 


> 

cS 

in 

m 

F 

14. 


Ph 

+3*  O 

m PQ 
F 

17  . 


o 

E-t 

G 

4 . 


o 

Ph 

H 

9 


m 

I 

35 


Males. 


Totals 


£ 

<u 

•*} 

HH 

CO 

K 

9 


Tl. 

368 


120 

...  43 

...  54., 

..  24  . 

...  13  .. 

. 14  . 

..  8... 

..  16  ... 

27  . 

..  7 .. 

. 326 

251 

...101 

...103  . 

..  66 

...  27.. 

. 31  . 

..12  . 

..  25  ... 

62  .. 

..  16  .. 

. 694 

STILL 

BIRTHS. 

4 . 

..  4 . 

...  4 .. 

. 1 . 

..  0 .. 

. 1 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 ... 

0 .. 

. 0 .. 

14 

11  . 

..  4 . 

..  3 ... 

, 1 .. 

..  0 ... 

1 .. 

. 1 .. 

. 0 .. 

1 .. 

. 0 .. 

22 

15  . 

..  8 . 

..  7 ... 

. 2 ., 

..  0 ... 

2 

. 1 .. 

. 0 ... 

1 ... 

. 0 ... 

36 

ILLEGITIMATE 

BIRTHS. 

% 

16  . 

..  2 

..  3... 

8 .. 

. 0... 

1 .. 

. 0 ... 

. 0 ... 

3 ... 

, 1 ... 

34 

General  Diseases. 

Lymphangitis  

Addison’s  Disease 

Pernicious  Anaemia... 

Ricketts 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis 

Heat  Apoplexy 

Diabetes 

Epidemic. 

Mumps  

Influenza  

Dysentery 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 
Diphtheria.... 

Infancy. 

Atelactasis  

Asthenia  


DEATHS. 


- - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  1 ...  - ...  - ...  1 

1 ...  - ...  1 ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  2 

1 ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  1 ...  2 

2 ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  2 

1 ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  1 

5 ...  2 ...  2 ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  9 

4 ...  1 ...  1 ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  1 ...  - ...  1 ...  8 

3 ...  - ...  - ...  - - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  3 

- ...  1 ...  - ...  1 ...  1 ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  3 

1 ...  1 ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  2 

1 ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  - ...  1 

19  ...  6 ...  5 ...  2 ...  1 ...  - ...  - ...  2 ...  - ...  2 . . 37 


Carried  forward 
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PARISH  LETTER: 

A 

B 

C 

D 

F 

F 

a 

If 

I 

K 

Tl. 

Brought  forward  

..  19 

..  6 

..  5 

2 

...  1 

. . . 

0 . 

. 0 

...  2 

. . . 

0 

...  2 ... 

37 

Infancy  (continued). 

Convulsions  

. 3 

...  1 

...  4 

1 

- 

3 . 

...  1 

1 

...  1 ... 

15 

Debility  at  Birth 

..  1 

...  - 

...  1 

-■f- 

...  - 

1 . 

..  - 

...  - 

1 

...  - .. 

4 

Marasmus 

..  2 

...  2 

...  1 

1 

...  1 

- . 

..  - 

...  - 

2 

...  - ... 

9 

Premature  Birth  

..  6 

...  3 

...  3 

- 

...  - 

2 . 

..  - 

...  - 

2 

...  - ... 

16 

Injury  at  Birth 

..  1 

...  1 

...  - 

- 

...  n 

- . 

..  - 

...  - 

- 

...  - ... 

2 

Alimentary . 

Appendicitis 

..  1 

...  - 

...  - 

1 

Gastritis  

..  2 

. . . — 

...  — 

...  — ... 

2 

Gastro  Enteritis  

..  5 

...  - 

...  - 

- 

...  - 

- . 

..  - 

...  - 

- 

...  1 ... 

6 

Gastric  Ulcer  

..  2 

2 

Strangulated  Hernia  — 

..  3 

...  - 

...  - 

- 

...  - 

- . 

..  - 

...  - 

- 

3 

Hepatatis  

. 2 

...  - 

...  - 

1 

...  - 

- . 

..  - 

...  - 

- 

...  - ... 

3 

Peritonitis 

..  - 

...  p 

..  1 

- 

...  - 

- . 

..  - 

...  - 

- 

...  - ... 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction. . . . 

..  1 

...  1 

...  — 

2 

Circulatory . 

Aneurysm 

. 1 

. - 

1 

Apoplexy  

..  18 

..  7 

...  3 

1 

...  1 

4 . 

. - 

...  2 

4 

..  - ... 

40 

Atheroma  

..  4 

..  - 

...  1 

- 

...  - 

2 . 

. - 

...  - 

- 

..  - ... 

7 

Gangrene  

..  1 

. — 

1 

Heart  Disease  

..  31 

..11 

..  8 

9 

...  3 

2 . 

. - 

...  4 

5 

..  3 ... 

76 

Thrombosis  

..  1 

. . — 

. — 

...  — 

. . — ... 

1 

Pericarditis  

...  1 ... 

1 

Urinary. 

Cystitis  

..  2 

..  1 

..  2 

1 

...  1 

- . 

. - 

...  1 

1 

..  - ... 

9 

Nephritis  

..  7 

..  2 

..  4 

2 

...  - 

1 .. 

. - 

...  2 

1 

..  - ... 

19 

Respiratory. 

Asthma  

..  4 

...  - 

...  - 

- 

...  - 

- . 

. - 

...  1 

1 

..  - ... 

6 

Bronchitis 

..  7 

..  8 

..  3 

3 

...  3 

1 .. 

. l 

..  - 

2 

..  - ... 

28 

Broncho-Pneumonia  .... 

..  7 

..  3 

..  1 

- 

...  1 

1 .. 

. - 

...  1 

- 

..  - ... 

14 

Pneumonia  

..  10 

r* 

..  0 

..  3 

- 

...  - 

1 .. 

. 2 

...  - 

2 

..  2 ... 

26 

Pleurisy 

..  1 

..  1 

..  - 

- 

...  - 

- .. 

. - 

...  - 

- 

. - ... 

2 

Pleuro  Pneumonia  

..  1 

..  2 

..  - 

- 

...  - 

- .. 

. - 

...  - 

- 

..  - ... 

3 

Infective. 

Phthisis 

. 16 

..  6 

..  3 

1 

...  - 

6 .. 

. - 

...  - 

4 

..  2 ... 

38 

Tuberculosis  of  Kidney  . 

..  1 

...  — 

. . — ... 

1 

„ General  .... 

. . - 

. 1 

..  1 

- 

...  - 

- .. 

. - 

...  - 

- 

..  - .. 

2 

Tubercular  Meningitis. . . . 

..  3 

..  - 

...  - 

- 

...  - 

1 .. 

. - 

...  - 

• • . 

- 

..  - ... 

4 

Tetanus  

..  1 

• 

... 

... 



1 

Carried  forward  

.164 

. 62 

..44 

...22 

...11 

...25  .. 

. 3 

...14 

...26 

.,12  ... 

383 
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PARISH  LETTER : 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E F 

G II 

I X 

Tl. 

Brought  forward  

..164 

...62 

...44 

...22 

...11  ...25 

...  3 ...14 

...26  ...12  ... 

383 

Intemperance. 

Alcoholism  

..  2 

...  - 

..  1 

...  - 

..  - ...  - 

...  - ...  - 

...  - ...  - ... 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

..  1 

...  - 

...  - 

...  - 

...  - ...  - 

...  - ...  - 

...  - ...  - ... 

1 

Parturition. 

Shock  

..  - 

...  - 

..  1 

...  - 

...  -*  ...  - 

...  - ...  - 

...  - ...  - ... 

1 

Eclampsia 

..  1 





1 

Tumour. 

Malignant 

..  27 

...  9 

...  1 

...  4 

...  - ...  1 

...  - ...  - 

...  7 ...  1 ... 

50 

Septic. 

Septicaemia  

..  1 

...  - 

...  - 

...  - 

...  - ..  - 

...  - ..  - 

...  - ...  - ... 

1 

Osteo  Myelitis  

..  - 

...  - 

...  - 

...  1 

...  - ...  - 

..  - ...  - 

— . * — 

1 

Violence. 

Gun  Shot  Wound  

...  — ...  — 

...  1 ...  - ... 

1 

Drowning  

..  1 

...  1 

...  1 

...  - 

...  - ...  - 

...  1 ...  - 

...  - ...  - ... 

4 

Fall  

9 

2 

Suicide  

..  1 

...  - 

...  - 

,.:i 

...  - ...  - 

...  - ...  - 

...  - ....  - ... 

2 

9 

9 

Nervous. 

• 

* ''  A 

Imbecility 

..  1 

1 

Epilepsy 

..  1 

...  - 

...  - 

...  - 

...  - ...  - 

...  1 ...  1 

...  - ...  - ... 

3 

Meningitis 

..  3 

...  4 

...  - 

...  - ...  - 

...  - ...  - 

...  1 ...  - ... 

8 

Paralysis  

..  1 

1 

Tabes  Dorsalis  

..  1 

...  - 

...  - 

...  i 

...  - ...  - 

...  - ...  - 

...  - ...  — ..... 

2 

Bulbar  Paralysis 

..  1 

1 

Neuritis 

...  - 

...  1 

...  - 

...  - ...  - 

...  - ...  - 

...  - . . . B . . . 

1 

Dementia  

..  1 

1 

Old  Age. 

Senile  Decay 

..  34 

...13 

...  9 

...  7 

...  6 ...  - 

...  3 ...  1 

...  4 ...  4 ... 

81 

Ill  defined. 

Natural  Causes 

..  2 

...  - 

...  - 

..  - 

...  1 ...  - 

...  - ...  - 

...  - ...  - ... 

3 

Totals 247  ..  89  ...58  ..  36  ...18  ...26  ...  8 ...16  ...39  ...17  ...  554 
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Table  IV. 

CAUSE  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  OF  THE  DEATHS  REGISTERED 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1917. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


Under 
1 yr. 


1-2 


2-5. 


General  Diseases. 

Lymphangitis — ...  — ...  — 

Addison’s  Disease  — ...  — ...  — 

Pernicious  Ansemia  — ...  — ...  — 

Ricketts  — ...  - ...  2 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis — 

Heat  Apoplexy 

Diabetes  

'Epidemic. 

Mumps  

Influenza 

Dysentery  

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Diphtheria  


1 nfancy. 


Atelactasis  .*. 

..  1 ... 

— 

...  — 

Asthenia  

..  1 ... 

— 

...  — 

Convulsions  

..  12  ... 

— 

...  2 

Debility  at  Birth  

..  4 ... 

— 

...  — 

Marasmus  

..  8 ... 

1 

...  — 

Premature  Birth 

..  16  ... 

— 

...  — 

Injury  at  Birth  

..  2 ... 

— 

...  — 

Alimentary. 
Appendicitis  

Gastritis  

— 

...  — 

Gasl.ro  Enteritis 

..  3 ... 

2 

...  — 

Gastric  Ulcer  

..  — ... 

— 

...  — 

Strangulated  Hernia 

. — ... 

1 

...  — 

Hepetitis 

— 

...  — 

Peritonitis  

— 

...  — 

Intestinal  Obstruction  . 

. 

— 

. . . 

WHOLE  ISLAND. 

5-15.  15-25.  25  to  65. 

Over 

65. 

Total 



...  — ...  1 



1 

...  — 

...  — ...  1 

...  - 

- 1 

...  — 

...  — ..  2 

— ... 

2 

...  — 

...  — ...  — 

... 

— ... 

2 

...  — 

...  — ...  1 

i ... 

2 

...  — 

...  — ...  1 

. . . 

— ... 

1 

...  — 

...  — ...  6 

... 

3 ... 

9 

...  1 





1 

...  — 

...  — ...  2 

6 ... 

8 

...  — 

..  — ...  2 

1 ... 

3 

...  1 

..  — ...  s2 

... 

— ... 

3 

...  2 

...  — . . . — 

... 

— . . . 

2 

...  — 

...  — ...  — 

— ... 

1 

...  — 

...  — ...  — 

— ... 

1 

...  1 

...  — ...  — 

— ... 

15 

...  — 

...  — ...  — 

— ... 

4 

...  — 

...  — ...  — 

— ... 

9 

...  — 

...  — ...  — 

— ... 

16 

...  — 

...  — ...  — 

— ... 

2 

— 

...  — ...  1 

— ... 

1 

...  — 

...  — ...  2 

— ... 

2 

...  — 

...  — ...  — 

1 ... 

6 

...  — 

...  — ...  1 

1 ... 

2 

...  — 

...  — ...  1 

1 ... 

3 

...  — 

...  — ...  2 

1 ... 

3 

...  1 

...  — ...  — 

— ... 

1 

...  — 

...  — ...  — 

2 ... 

2 

Carried  forward 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH.  y^.  1_2 

Brought  forward  ...  47  ...  4 

Circulatory . 

Aneurysm  — ...  — 

Apoplexy  — ...  — 

Atheroma  — ...  — 

Gangrene — ...  — 

Heart  Disease — ...  — 

Thrombosis — . . — 


Pericarditis 

— ...  — 

Urinary. 

Cystitis  

Nephritis 

. . . 

Respiratory . 

Asthma 

— ...  — 

Bronchitis  

4 . . 1 

Broncho  Pneumonia  

2 ...  — 

Pneumonia 

1 ...  — 

Pleuris}^  

Pleuro  Pneumonia 

1 ...  — 

Infective. 

Phthisis  



Tuberculosis  of  Kidney... 
„ General 

— ...  — 

Tubercular  Meningitis  ... 

1 ...  — 

Tetanus 

., ...  

Intemperance. 

Alcoholism  

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Parturition. 

Shock  

Eclampsia  


56  ...  5 


WHOLE  ISLAND. 


2-5. 

5-15. 

15-25. 

Over 

25  to  65.  65. 

Total. 

4 . 

..  6 . 

..  0 . 

..  25  ...  17  . 

..  103 

— . 

. — ...  — ...  — 

...  1 .. 

. 1 

— . 

. — ...  14 

...  26  . 

. 40 

— . 

. — — ...  3 

...  4 . 

. 7 

— . 

. — — ...  33 

...  ...  i 

. . . 1 . 

...  43  . 

. 1 

76 

. l 



. 1 

.. 

.. 

..  1 .. 

,.  2 . 

..  6 .. 

. 9 

— 

— 



..  10  . 

..  9 .. 

..  19 

— 

...  — ... 

— 

...  2 .. 

. 4 

...  6 

4 

...  — ... 

1 

...  2 .. 

. 16 

...  28 

5 

...  4 ... 

— 

...  — - .. 

. 3 

...  14 

3 

...  — ... 

— 

...  13  .. 

. 9 

...  26 

— 

...  — ... 

— ’ 

...  1 .. 

. 1 

...  2 

ft 

...  1 .. 

. 1 

...  3 

— 

...  4 ... 

8 

...  25  . 

. 1 

...  38 

— 

...  — ... 

— 

...  1 . 

. — 

...  1 

— 

...  — ... 

— 

...  2 . 

. — 

...  2 

2 

...  — ... 

— 

...  1 . 

..  — 

...  4 

• • • • • 

1 

• • • • 

• 

...  1 

— 

. . . 

— 

...  3 . 

— 

...  3 

. 

...  .. 

— 

...  1 . 

. 

i 

, : 

..  1 . 

..  — ...  1 

..  — ...  1 

. 18  ...  14  ...  12  . 

..142  . 

..142  ...389 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 
Brought  forward. 


WHOLE  ISLAND. 

Under  Over 

1 yr.  1-2.  2-5.  5-15.  15-25.  25  to  65.  65. 

. 56  ...  5 ...  18  ...  14  ...  12  ...142  ...142 


Total. 

.389 


Tumour. 

Malignant  — ..  — ...  — ...  — ...  — ...  28  ...  22  ...  50 


Septic. 

Septicaemia 

Osteo  Myelitis 

Violence. 

Gun  Shot  Wound 

Drowning  

Fall  

Suicide 

Run  over 

Nervous. 

Imbecility 

Epilepsy  

Meningitis  

Paralysis  

Tabes  Dorsalis  .. 
Bulbar  Paralysis .. 

Neuritis  

Dementia 

Old  Age. 

Senile  Decay  


Ill  defined. 


Natural  Causes  — ...  — ...  — ...  — ...  — ...  2 ...  1 ...  3 

Totals  57  ...  6 ...  21  ...  19  ...  14  ...186  ...251  ..  554 


XI.— 1918. 


